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1 TIM. III. the former part of the 16. verſe. 


———-Without Controverſie great is the eMyſtery of 
Goalineſs. 


þO W much the Doftrine of 
Chriſtianity tends to the im- 
provement of Reaſon and 
Learning,how ic has brought 
into the World a better and 
more certain knowledg of God and of our 
ſelves, how it has advanced the common no- 
tices of nature, and has chaſed away with the 
clear evidences of its truth thoſe thick ſhades 
B of 
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of error, that had darkned the underſtanding, 
end has removed all thoſe prejudices, thar 
were taken up from (enſe and a very partial 
and deceitful obſervation of things, may bz 
fully demonſtrated by comparing the former 
eſtate of Mankind, before the coming of Chriſt 
in the fleſh, wich the prefenr, wherever it 1s 
received in its truth and power, Men tefore 
were led by opinion and conj<Cure and fancy 
only, as to matters of ' Religion and the con- 
cerns of another World : They had fears up- 
on them indeed of a divine juſtice,that would 
revenge the violation of the law of nature ei- 
ther here or hereafter ; and a refJe&ion upon 
the ſtrange traverſes and difficulties of life 
had taught them to expett another lite afrer 
this : but their eyes were dim however, and 
they. could not fee far into fururity ; they 
could have no clear deduttions of particular 
rruths for want of a right knowledg of true 
and certain principles : hence 1t was, that 
they were ſo inconſtant and wavering, and 
knew not well where or what to fix on. Buc 


Chriſt by his appearance and manifeſting the 
: 7:2.1.15 Will of God to us,bath brought life and immorta- 


lity 
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lity to light through the Goſpel, and children and 


perſons of an ordinary reach and capacity 
may now eafily apprehend thoſe things, thar 
is, in reference to Ged and his attributes, the 
miſery we are in by ſin, the means of our re- 
covery trom this woful eſtate of -life, the im- 
mortaliry of the Soul, and the like ; which 
before thoſe great Philoſophers, notwithſtanding 
all their vaunts and quelts after learning, not- 
withſtanding they ſet up Schools and were am- 
bitious to give names to Sefs, had but a very 
imperfe&t knowledg of. 

But while theſe truths were received by 
thoſe, that were willing to be taughr, and to 
ſubmit themſelves to the diCtates of reaſon, 
and convictions of miracles, which were ad- 
ded to give all poflible ſatisfation ro the un- 
derſtanding, others, who were relolv'd before 
hand not to be convinced, who had rather 
remain in their ignorance and idolatry and 
their fins,chen be converted toa new Religion, 
and reduced to ſuch ſtridtneſs of lite, as thar 
requires,from their debaucheries and brutith 
pleaſures, who had rather fall down before a 


Statue or 2 Picture, becauſe their Fathers had 
B 2 done 


3 


T he Credibility of the Myſteries 
done fo before them, and becauſe it was the 
eſtabliſhed Religion of their Country, than 
acknowleds and adore a Crucified Saviour, re- 
je& ir upon the account of the Myſteries of 


Faith, without ever examining the weight of 


thearguments, that would have enforced them 
upon their beliet : They could nor in the mean 
while but acknowledg the happy and glorious 
change, that ChriStianity had wrought in the 
World, now much it exceeds and goes beyond 
all the moralicy of the wifeſt and beſt Lawgi- 
vers and Founders of Republicks,how it not 
only laies down rules for the right ordering 
of life, but furniſhes its votarics with a pow- 
er to praQtife them ; not only ſhews us a way 
ro walk in, but rakes us by the hand and leads 
us init ; but the difficulties, ut ſeems, thar 
are to be met with in conceiving ſome of its 
myſteries, offended them, This was their 
pretence and their plea for their infidelity ; 
they would have demonſtration for every 
thing, they would be taught and convinced. 
by Syllogiſm, their Pride and cheir Self-con- 
ceit and the opinion they had of their own 


learning would not permit them to believe. 
They 


p 
f 
F 
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They made their underſtanding the meafure of 
all cruth, and whar did nor ſuic with thofe nar- 
row and low principles they had taken up,was 
ſcornfully rejected by chem, 7he Zews,laies the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1.22, 23. require a Sign, and the 
Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom ; but we preach Chriſt cru- 
cified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs, But how irrational was the 
demand of both ? for what greater fign could 
there be tothe Zews, than the fulfilling of all the 
Prophefies in the perlon of Chriſt, even to the 
minute circumſtances of hrs life and death,and 
thoſe mighty miracles that ſhewed forth then|elves 
in him 2? what greater wiſdom could the Philo- 


fophers pretend to or defire, than the wiſdom of 


God in a wyftery, as it is called, 1 Cor. 11. 7. 
than thoſe clear diſcoveries of the divine na- 
cureand the effential perfeftions of the God- 
bead,chan the admirable contrivances of the re- 
demption of mankind by the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt, the Son of God, than the ways 
and means of recovering the dignity of our 
nature,and of living here like men,and of li- 
ving hereafter like Angels ? Such a wiſdom,as 
will not only gratifte our earneſt deſires and 
purliirs 


Py too for ever. 
could not endur 
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verrsga$Origen ſhews p.12e.He had before, 
-out of his great Philoſephicr! warineſs, 
adviſed his readers not ro take up opl- 
nions upon truft,without following rea- 
ſon and a rational guide, which he im- 
pures to the Chriſti ns,and reckonsthein 
among the 785 aogws mivoyTas wn 
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TexYyuplous x Tecyloonomats , G&Ce 
ſuch as raſkly believe juglers and pretenders 
te Legerdemain tricks, whoſe creduli!y und 
ſimplicity they al uſe to evil deſigns and in« 
tents, Sointhethird book, he moſt falfly 
accuſes the whole body of Chriſtians,” 
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purſuirs after knowledg, but will make us hap- 


Their weak and blear eyes 
e ſuch a great light char 
brake in upon them, 
and therefore they were 
defirous to retire into 
the ſhade. They could 
not fully conceive and 
comprehend . them, they 
ſeemed therefore fooliſh 
and impoſſible notions , 
that were owing wholly to 
an ungovern'd imaginati- 
on. And hereupon © they 
proceed to calumniate the 
Chriſtians as a company of 
well-meaning and honeſt 
and good-natur'd, but very 
ſimple and over-credulous 
people, who took all things 
upon truſt, without enqui- 
ring into their truth, and 
certainty ; for ſuch were 
the flanderous 


lations of 


accu- 
W Celſus , 


© Lucian, 


© Lucian, and ©? Heerocles, 
and the reſt of the learned 
enemies of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. They upbraided the 
Chriſtians of their times , 
with whom they converſed, 
in their writings and in 
their diſcourſes, that they 
received all &Xvyw Tia 
XK arefe)ayw ovyxdladhoa, 
with an irrational Faith and 


an ha$ty aſſent, paſt without 
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any examination,chat they could bring no. proof 
or demonſtracive argument of what they held 
ſo pertinaciouſly, that nothing was required 
to make a Chriſtian a Believer, as they uſed to 
ſpeak by way of Scorn, but axe&r@- #, a= 
Bardng@-> Tigig, an unjudicious and groundleſs 
Faith; yes certainly, a g00:1 life and a ſanGt1- 
fied underſtanding, and an humble opinion of 
3 mans ſelf, But theſe are but words, and men 
are not to be laughed and rallied out of their 
faith and a well-grounded perſwafion ; there 
1s nothing of argument in ſcorn and paſſion ; 
they only ſhew the weakneſs of the caule, and 


te 
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wart of reaſon in thoſe, who make uſe of 
them. 

Hut now after ſo many myriads of Con- 
verts to the Chriſtian Faith,after the atteſtation 
and conſent of io many ages, who have exa- 
mined ſeverely the principles, on which it is 
founded, who would expe& that any one 
ſhould dare now toqueſtion the truth of it a- 
gain, that men wh6 have been baptized into 
it, ſhould abjure and renounce it, ſhould no 
longer acknowledg Chriſt their Saviour, ſhould 
deny him to beGod,or that he had any commil- 
fion from Heaven to inſtitute a new Religion, 
ſhould a& over the part of the Fews, and ar- 
raign the Son of God as an impoſtor, and ſide 
with the Heathen Philoſophers againſt Chriſtianity, 
as a dodrine not to be endured and embraced, 
and make uſe of their very arguments for the 
defence of their infidelity 2 But we know 
whence the malice and the infidelicy of theſe 
Theifts proceed ; they have abandoned them- 
ſelves to a wicked life, they are immerſed in 
ſenſual pleaſures, which they make the only 
end of life. They are convinced, that Cbri. 
Tianity, which is a Doftrine according to Godli- 
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neſ3 is not conſiſtent with ſuch prafices,which 
yet even nature and right reaſon utterly con- 
demn. 

The MySeries of Faith do not ſo much trou- 
ble theſe men, as the ſeverity of its commands. 
Theſe they cannot away with, their luſts help 
chem co arguments againſt the other, and 
they content themſelves with little pieces of 
Sophiſtry,and think to vindicatethe ill courſe 
of life, they have taken up, this way, Natu- 
ral conſcience and an ordinary reflexion upon 
the works of nature will not permit them, it 
may be, to deny a Ged, though they live, as 
though there were none : They will acknow- 
ledg him, it may be too in a good humour, the 
Creatour of the World, but not the Judg and 
Governour of it ; they look upon themſelves, 
as only born to gratifie their ſenſual appe- 
tite z They declare equally for a liberty of 
living and thinking as they pleaſe. They will 
have no reſtraint laid upon their underſtand- 
ing, or their lives, Chrifanity is too ftri, 
and therefore too difficult for them ; They 
may have the wit perchance, but not the mo- 
rality of the Philoſophers, whoſe very lives not- 
C withſtanding 
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withſtanding will condemn them as much as 
the Chriſtian dolrine, Their evil education 
and cuſtome and prepoſſeſſion,thoſe great hin- 
derances of truth, made their refufing Chri- 
ftianity the leſs inexcuſable upon the account 
of irs myſteries, white they acknowledged the 
rules and inſtitutions of it to be according to 
the higheſt reaſon, and the exaltation of che 
humene nature, while theſe men pretend its 
' myſteries to be therefore incredible, becauſe 
the rules of it, which thwart their luſts fo 
much, are fo ſevere, Little or no good 1 
know is to be done upon theſe men by perſwa.- 
ſion or argument, of which they are ſcarce 
capable, who turn all things into Burleſque 
and ridicule : They it ſeems are too witty (tor 
lo they call their boldneſs and want of judg- 
ment) either ro underſtand or embrace the 
principles of Chriſtianity ; but their ill lives 
ihew, that were they as clear as the principles 
of Geometry, ſo long as a ſtri& and holy lite 
1s as neceſlary and effential to the being of a 
ChriSian,as a right and found ftaith,they would 
EXcept and cavil at them, and at laſt reje& 
them ; and if the Goſpel be hid, be eſteemed 


after 
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after ſo many clear and undoubted revelati- 
ons, afcer ſuch evident proots and convitti- 
ons, an obſcure and incredible dofrine, 7t z5 
hid to them that are lo}, or rather, & mote 
WmoAAvwuevoc, Inthem that are IF ; 1t is only 
ſo to ſuch deſperate and obſtinare wrerches, 
whom reaſon it ſelf cannot fatisfie, # 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, leaſt the light 
of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who #8 the 
image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, 2 Cor. 
IV. 3,4» 

But theſe are wild and extravagant per- 
ſons, of debauched. underſtandings and lives, 
and only to be confuted by the ſeverity af 
hws ; and of the two the Chriſtian religion 
has ſuffered more by the ſecret underminings 
of Hereticks,than by their bold artaques. Tice 
are the more dangerous enemies, who deny 
the truths and myſteries of it, upon 3 pre- 
tence of warineſs and caution, and go ſoverly 
about to deſtroy it. But all their objections, 
how plauſible ſoever, muſt at laſt reſolve into 
obſtinacy and pride : They fancy things mult 


be, and are, as they would have them, or elſe 
C 2 they 
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they cannot be at all : They vainly ſuppoſe 
themſelves able to ſearch into the depths of all 
divine and humane knowledg, and being once 
prepolſeſſed with this conceit, they grow pee- 
viſh and angry becauſe the Chriſtian Religion 
propoſes things to their belief, which they 
cannot graſp, and are too big for their under- 
ſtanding ; and rather than forego this be- 
loved Principle, they will deſtroy the Funda- 
mentals of Cory, and to apply that of 

Soda I Rn nf bo- 


03409508 fr imperazore confcoraretur, TRAN Deus placuerit, Deus non 


21f a Seniin probing ; ____ hereupor he 


teils usgthar rhe Emperor T1be1 1 Wov- «Crit, homo jam Deo propitins eſſe 
el by tle repurt ct thoie [wighty) : , 
wo ks, which declared the truth or our debeb:t 4 Chriſt {Hall nor be 


urs Provmcy.hereceived out cf ra- 


{fe oe = ee God, nor ſarisfie the divine 
Uitpoſed to adnit Lim intorbe number. Juſtice for the fins of man- 
kind, becauſe this ſeems incongruous to them :; 
It 1s a difficulty, that doth puzzle their un- 
derſtanding ; it is above the ſtrength of their 
fancy ; their reaſon, they fay, tells them, this 
cannot be ; allowing of no lueh thing as faith, 
which 1s the great duty of the Goſpel, and for- 
getting, that ChriStianity is, as It 1s undoubt= 
edly, the great myStery of Godlineſs. 
Thus under a pretence of clearing the truth 


of 
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of Religion, and making itthe moreceatily in- 
telligible, to Turks and Fews, they refit ic in 
the true notien of ir, and corrupt and deſtroy 
ic; to whom fully agrees thar character, which 
St. Paul gave of the followers of Simon Magus, 
2 Tim. lili. 8, KaTeFoepuevu Þ v5y, rd uo 
Wie 7 T5, men of corrupt minds,and reprobate 
concerning the faith ; {uch whoſe underſtandings 
are wholly vittated and perverted,notwithſtan- 
ding the great and fierce claims they laid to 
knowledg, as 1f they were the only men, that 
underitood the will and mind of God; ſuch who 
rejett the eltabliſh'd cruths of the Goſpel, who 
have no regard to the heavenly dofrine of the E- 
vangelifis and Apoſiles, the truth of which they 
ſealed and confirmed with their blood ; but do 
ueboSearTe Aoyic T5 Kuets me Tots iSins 
e&/mIv/uing, to ule the words of St, * Polycarp 


in his Epiſtle to the Philp- 
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a new Religion, which the 


Catholick, Church of Chriſt never knew or was 
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acquainted with, and endeavour to dcitroy 
the fa:th of Chriſtianity, and think in the mean 
while they have reaſon on their fide tor ſo do- 
ing : and how far by their arts and ſubtilties 
and plauſible infinuations, by this their ſlight 
and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive (tor it is nothing elſe, however blancht 
over and diſguiſed with ſhews of ſober reaſon) 
they have prevail'd upon this Age,1s too fad to 
conſider; fo that now it chiefly concerns us to 
ſecure the ground-work, the principles of the do- 
Erine of Chriſt,and to oppoſe this growing evil, 
to watch and ſtand faſt in the faith, and quit our 
ſelves like men, and not to be ike children, carried 
away with every blaſt and wind of doArine, and ef- 
pecially of the vain doftrine of Socinus, as It 
will appear,when the varniſh and falſe colours 
are waſht of,but to be eftabliſht in the truth of the 
holy Goſpel, as the Church hath taught us co pray 
In the Collef of this anniverſary of St, Mark, 
Toevince therefore the unreaſonableneſs of 
their pretenfions, I ſhall endeavour in the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe ro make out theſe two parti- 
culars. | 
1, Thatthe great myſeries of Religion can- 
not 
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not, and ought not to be any way prejudi- 
cial tothe truth of it. 

2, That the Chriſtian Relig.on requires 
us to believe theie myſteries, upon ſuch 
grounds, as we cannot rejeq, without do- 
Ing violence to our faculties, and confe- 
quently, that the reje&ting and disbelieving 
them muſt be unreaſonable. 

I, The great myſteries of Religion can- 

not and ought not to. be any way prejudici- 

al to its truth, | 

They who find. fault with Chriftianity for 
propoling ſuch great myſteries to our beliefs, 


and would have all things ſo plain and obvious, 


that they ſhould command and force aflenr, 
ſhould firſt trie their reaſon in ſolving the dif- 
ficulties of nature 3 and if notwithſtanding al! 
their labour and toil, after the moſt accurate 


reſearches into the nature of ſenſible beings,ot 


things that we daily ſee and handle, of things 
that ſeem to lie level with our underſtanding, 
and are no way diſproportionable to ir,. they 
cannot pretend to a perte& knowledg, of them, 
if the ordinary operations of nature be ſo ab- 


ſtruſe, and unintelligible, and theſe depths are 
ES, | NC, 


BJ 


_ 


16 The Credibility of the Myſteries 
not to be fathomed, if her ſecrets are beyond 
the diſcovery of the moſt piercing judgment 
and reaſon ; Religion with greater reaſon muſt 
be allowed to have its myſteries ; there being 
ſuch a vaſt difproportion between things rela- 
ting to God and his nature, and the things of 
tie world; The contemplation of nature is 
c urious and uſetul ; 1t-1s a part of the ſervice 
and worſhip we owe to God the Creatour, to 
admire his wiſdom and power in the beautiful 
frame and order of chings,which 1s beſt done 
by enquiring into their natures and properties, 1 
into their powers and operations and qualities, 
by examining the curious contexture and the 
firneſs and uſefulneſs of their parts, and there 
1s nothing in the whole univerſe, but deſerves 
ro be confidered, and very much conduces to 
this end. | | 

This 1s the bufineſs of Philofophy, and what 
contemplative minds labour in the ſearch of, 
to diſcover and make out how things were at 
firſt made, and are ſtill continued in their be- 
ing, and to find our their peculiar virtues, 
whereby they produce ſuch a variety of efteQs, 
and how they may be altered or improved for 


the 
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the farther uſe and; benefit of mankind. No- 
thing of which can -be effefted, at leaſt but 
very impertealy, and in a way ſcarce tolera- 
ble,by acquieſcing in general obſervations, de- 


rived from weak and flight notices, without 


deſcending to ſevere trials and experiments,or 
by relying upon the principles of ordinary Phi- 
boſephy, that are confefſedly unintelligible, and 
which inſtead of explaining nature, do but 
perplex and confound the underſtanding, and 
which have nothing to maintain and keep up 
their credit, but the authority of a name and 
the immoderate love of antiquity. But what- 
ever bypotheſis we fix upon, they who have the 
deepeſt .infight into nature will be forced to 
confeſs, they ſee but a little way, and all chat 
they can pretend to is but conjefture and pro- 
bability, that when they may ſeem to arrive at 
ſome:atisfattion in the order and connexion of 
things, it is very poſlible and likely, that 
things may be made and exert their cauſaliries 
otherwiſe, than they ſuppoſe, be their fancy 
never ſo ingenuous, and their reaſon never fo 
profound and ſtrong (for who will be ſo pre- 
ſumptuous, as to limit either the wiſdom or 
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power of God, that he can do no more, or 
muſt do what they fancy?) that there are thou- 
{fand: of things, that they cannor give any ſa- 
tisfaftory account of, and thar the more they 
ſeck co comprehend the reaſon of things, the 
more they are at a loſs, the more they are dil- 
farisfied, and the effe& of their ſtudy is no- 

thing bur diſorder and trouble of mind. 
Now if we are convinced of the weakneſs 
and inſufficiency of our reaſon in our ordina- 
ry ſpeculations, if it fails us,when we attempt 
to give an account of our ſelves, and the ope- 
ration of our minds, and when we have todo 
with plain matters of ſenſe, how unfit and un- 
able muſt it be to comprehend and make our 
chings, thar ſtand at that infinite diſtance from 
it, to Which it bears no proportion ? They 
may as well pretend thar all theſe great diffi- 
culties and perplexities, we meet with in the 
conceptions of things, ſhould be taken away, 
that all men ought to be born compleat Philo- 
ſophers.and be inſpir'd with the perfe& know- 
ledg of things, which they cannot atrcain to af- 
ter ſeveral years, ſpent in labour and ſtudy,cthat 
nothing ſhould exiſt, but what we can con- 
” ceive, 
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ceive, and that the truth and poſlibility of 
things ſhould not derive from the will and 
pleaſure of God, and from that [ea he has in 
his divine underſtanding, but only take their 
meaſures, and be judged by thoſe narrow con- 
ceptions, we borrow from ſenſe, Men are not 
to be diſputed out of the belief of their ſenſes, 
that there is no ſuch thing as motion, or con=- 
tinuity of parts in extended macter,becauſe of 
the great difficulties, that actend the concepti- 
on of them, and things are daily produced and 
by degrees arrive atthe perfeCtion of their be- 
ing, and perform ations ſuitable to their re- 
ſpe&ive natures,though Philoſophers diſagree in 
their opinions,and are diflatisfied one with a- 
nother,and cannot tell how or in what manner 
they do all this. 

2, Thus ature has its MySteries;and who will 
undertake to explain Secondly,the MySteries of 
Prowidence, and account for all thoſe extraordt- 
nary events, which have hapned in all ages of 
the world ; O the depth of the riches both of the 
w.ſdom and power of God ! how unſearchable are 
his Judgments , and bia wayes pat finding out . 
Rom. $i, 33. Its preſumption (Oo enquire too 

1 © bufily 
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buſily into the ends and reaſons of God's pro- 
ceedings with men, as well as impiety to find 
fault with them. This ſhould fſatisfie us.that - 
God, who is of infinite perteQion, neither does 
nor can do any thing, that 1s unjuſt ; that he 
governs the World by an infinite wiſdom , that 
he permits men to at according to the liberty 
of their will ; and that they ſtand accountable 
to him for the ations of their lives ; and that 
they are bur his inſtruments to bring about his 
eternal purpoſes and decrees ; and that nothing 
comes to paſs without his ordering or foreſight; 
and that all thole crofs diſpenfations are tor 
wiſe ends, beſt known to himſelf. Why things 
are thus, for inſtance, why the 7ews were ſele- 
fed by him to be his peculiar people ; why 
the coming of the Meſſras in the fleſh was de- 
terred fo long ; why ſo many Heathen Nations 
lie yet unconverted, and the like, muſt be re- 
terred wholly to his divine will and pleaſure, 
which is guided by rules of eternal re&irude 
and wiſdom. Let it abundantly content us 
in all changes and chances of this mortal life, 
in all thoſe diſtinguiſhing atts of Providence, 
that are every where viſible between Nation 
and 
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and Nation, or between man and man'in re- 
ſpe& of the outward conditions and ſtates of 
being, that God will have it ſo. God is wonder- 
ful in his doings with the children of men, Theſe 
things call for our admiracion : They are le- 
crets not to be enquired into ; which way ſo- 
ever we look, whether up to heaven, or down 
upon the earch and fea, and obſerve what 18 
done in each, or whether we turn our eyes in- 
ward, we ſhall find our ſelves ſurrounded with 
wonders, too great for our knowledg, and e- 
nough to baffle. and confound our curioſity, 
and to convince us, that there is as well an in- 
finite diſtance berween God and us, in reſpet&t 
of wiſdom, as of power. Now would theſe 
men have the ſtate of things altered and chan- 
ged.,and the world new modelled,and new laws 
oivento mankind, and anew nature too, and 
all things reduced to an eafjer order, and re- 
oulaced by their fancies, that ſo nothing may 
be above their capacity and underſtanding ? 
Whar is this, but the efte&t of a foolith pride, 


that is diſcontented and troubled,that ſo many 


things are out of his reach and power, and that 
will ſcarce be brought to acknowledg,that God 
can 
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can do,more than they fancy or comprehend ? 

3. Beſides,thoſe who obje& againſt the in$H- 
_ religion of our Saviour,che greatneſs of its 
myſteries, may uſe che ſame arguments againſt 
the principles of natural religion, That there is 
an infinite being,in whoſe Idea is eflentially in- 
cluded all poſlible perfeCtion, is the voice and 
diate of nature, right reaſon, and conſcience, 
and evidenced by the conſtant and uninterrup- 
ted order and courſe and frame ol the univerſe, 
and by the univerſal conſent of mankind, who 
have rites and ceremonies of religion, their 
Prieſts and their Sacrifices, to whom they offer 
up prayers and oblations, to whom they ap- 
peal for juſtice when injured, and to whom 
they flie for refuge and ſuccour, when they 
are diſtreſſed and in danger, as it were by in- 
ſtint, and without any deliberation. Burt 
notwithſtanding this evidence and clearneſs 
and demonſtration of the exiſtence of a God, 
they will nor pretend to underſtand fully the 
rature of the Godbead, That Gods infinite in 
elſence and power, and that all things owe 
their being to his will, they muſt be forced to 
confeſs, or elle deny his being, and fancy an 
intinite 
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infimte ſeries of caules, infinite periods of mo- 
tions, and an infinite ſucceſſion of generations, 
which is abſurd and contraditious and im- 
poſible, though chey have only a negative no- 
tion of infinity, Our underſtandings can- 
not reach lo far, as to have a compleart and 
comprehenſive notion of it : and when we can- 
nor give ſatisfaftory accounts concerning the 
aftc&ions of a natural budy,as motion, place, 
time ; much leſs can it be expeRed, that we 
{hould do this concerning eternity, immenfity, 
or the other necefſary and effenrial attributes 
of God : fo that the difficulty of conceiving 
a thing does not any way hinder the cruthand 
poſſibility of irs exiſtence. However the moſt 
ſcrupulous and inquifitive may be farisfied, 
that there are ſuch attributes, and that conſe- 
quently upon a 1<fledion, nor only on the na- 
ture of God, bur on che feant meaſures of know- 
ledg in creatures. It 13 necefſary, they ſhould 
be above our reach and comprehention, As 
we may diſcover much in a curious piece of 
art, or wonder of nature, as the L oad-ſtone, 
or any E'ettrical Loy : we may find out ſome 
VIFLuc in a plant, or mineral, or peculiar fort 


of 
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of earth ; and yet oftentimes after a labori- 
ous ſearch, the beſt NaturaliFFs are forced to 
confeſs, that there 1s or may: be art leaſt a 
great deal more, than what they have diſco- 
vered. 

But here, they ſay, that the underſtanding 
neither does nor can admir of any thing incre- 
dible ; and we fay ſo too. God doth not, 
and conſequently the ChriFian Religion, which 
is the dottrine and revelation of God, does not 
propole any thing to us, as the obje& of our 
faich, that is really impoſſible in ir ſelf, and 
involves in it a perfe& and manifeſt contra. 
diction ; and nothing leſs can or ought te be 
judged incredible, But when they pretend, 
that no propoſition ought or can be believed 
farther, than it may be cleared up to the un- 
derſtanding by the evidence of natural rea- 
ſon, or of the things themſelves contained in 
It, we reje& it as an unjuſt and unreaſonable 
demand, which will fully appear by ſhewing 
the falſeneſs of both parts of the ſuppoſi- 
ion, 

1, Icis utterly falſe,that nothing is credi- 
ble, but what can be proved and made out by 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, There are indeed ſeveral degrees of 
credibility, according to which. the mind does 
admit ſome things with a greater eaſe and free- 
neſs than others, But however be the matter 
propoſed never ſo unlikely or unuſual, if the 
authority be juſt and good, it muſt not there- 
fore be pronounced incredible, becaufe per- 
chance It 1s not fully agreeable to the preſent 
ſtate of affairs and praftice of the World, or 
becauſe I have ſome little prejudice againſt ir, 
Foras ina matter of fa&, where there are ſuf- 
ficient proofs given of a Relators both honeſty 
and knowledg, when I have all the aſſurance 
in the World,that ſuch a matter is capable of; 
and that he could not miſtake in underſtanding 
ic, and that his words and thoughts do not in 
the leaſt diſagree, when I can obje@ nothing 
but a groundleſs ſurmiſe, that poſſibly,and for 
ought 1 know, it may be otherwiſe, this will 
challenge my aflenr, and be aſufficient warrant 
to me to believe ir, whether I have a clear [zea 
of it or no : for this unlikelineſs and ſeeming 
repugnancy of ir, may ariſe trom my being 1g- 
norant of ſeveral circumFances, the knowledg 


of which would render it probable and eafie : 
E lo 
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ſo is it.in matter of Dofrine; whatſoever is 

propofed by Goz, becomes thereby immedi- 

ately credible, and my aflent is rational and 

juſt, though the thing be above my apprehen- 
fion : and this | muſt aſcribe to the greatneſs 
of the obje&, and the imperfeftions of my rea- 
ſon, which neither is nor can pretend to bean 
arbiter and judge in luch matters, which are too 
>high for it : ſo that before a man can ſafely pro- 
nounce a doftrine, that 1s revealed incredible, 
and rejeft it as ſuch,he muſt queſtion the pow- 
er and veracity of God, and maintain,that no- 
thing is poſſible, but what we can comprehend ; 
and thus under a pretence of caution, betray 
the greateſt immodeſty in the world, when he 
himſelf believes ſeveral other things, upon the 
bare teſtimony of men, which neither his wit 
nor curiofity, nor his reaſon can ever be able 
ſatisfaQorily to make out and demonſtrate. 

2, It is equally falſe, that no Propoſitior: 
ought to be believed, but what may be cleared 
up to the underſtanding by the evidence of the 
things themſelves, The falſeneſs of which aſ- 
{ertion | ſhall fully evince in theſe three parti- 
culars ; by ſhewing 

1, Thar 


of the Chriſtian R eligion. 


1, That it deſfroyes the nature of 


Faith. 


2, It takes away the bleſſedneſs and re- 


wardableneſs annext to it. 


3. It refle&s on the Wiſdom and Sove- 
raignty of God, who may, if it pleaſes him, 


propoſe fuch things to us,and command us 
to believe them, 

I, It deſtroyes the nature of Faith To 
believe in general, in the proper notion of ir, 
is to afſent to things upon the diſcovery and 
atteſtation of others,which arenot evident and 
apparent of themſelves ; that is, when I have 
no demonſtrative or ſenfible knowleds of 
things, I admit and judge them to he true, not 
becauſe I either ſaw them, and can afſure my 
ſelf of them by any of my other ſenſes, or be- 
cauſe they are ſo evident to my reaſon, that I 
muſt needs embrace them, as a principle or 
conclution in Philoſophy, but becauſe] have 
received them from another, who informs me 
and gives me this account of them, tor whoſe 
fake I affent to them as real and certain, By 
which it is diſtinguiſhed from ſcience, which 
1s grounded upon the evidence and clearneſs of 
E 2 che 
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the apprehenfion of the reſpeQive propo- 
ſitions or obje&s, when things are fo plain 
that they do necefficate our aflent, as that 
the oppoſite members of a true and per- 
fe& contradidion cannot belong to: the fame 
thing at the ſame time, that equals added 
to equals make equals, that in a triangle , 
three angles are always equal to two right 
angles, and the like. Ard the like afly- 
rance and certainty of knowledg 1s gained , 
when we draw conclufions according to 
rule and the laws of method from firſt prin- 
ciples, which are afſented to, affoon as they 
are propoſed, and the terms underſtood ; 
whence there 1s an immediate dependance 
and connexion of things, and one thing na- 
rurally follows another ; Then we are faid 
co know a thing, when we can run it up to 
its firſt principles, can trace its original and 
cauſe,and underſtand its efte&s and opera- 
L10NS, 

- This diſtinRtion being fo juſt and natural, 
to call for evidence and demonſtration in 
things propoſed to be believed,is to confound 
difterent affents of the mind, to turn Religion 
inro 
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into Science, to deſtroy the truth of Hiſtory, 
and Tradition, and Revelation, and to fall into 
Scepticiſm,and doubt whether any thing be cer- 
fain, bur what we fee and can prove and 
repreſent by a Scheme, and ar laſt queſti- 
on whether our Senſe, and what we call 
our Reaſon do not deceive us, or elſe, 
which 1s the efte& of a greater phrenſfie , 
run our felves into this groſs abſurdity , 
that we are as wiſe as God, and that he can 
do no more, than what our groſs fancies will 
have him, 

That then ſome of the grand articles of 
Religion are not ſo clear, as Propoſations in. 
Metaphyficks or Theorems in Geometry, or in-. 
deed are not clear at all, cannot: be objected 
againſt their credibility. They are in them- 
ſelves as certain and as infallible ; nay more 
certain and more infallible, 1f infallibility 
may be- ſuppoſed to- admit of degrees ; 
but in reaſon, it cannot be. expected, our 
knowledg of them ſhould be as explicit and 
as clear ; Supernatural Truths are not, can- 
not be determined or judged of by proofs, 


derived from nature or tenſe ; they have pro-. 
per 


(a) See the excellent diſcourſe of 
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per proofs of their own, as'all other arts and 
ſciences have. 

| To judge of theſe things therefore by our 
narrow conceptions, is a moſt falſe and un- 
warrantable way of procedure ; and indeed 
it cannot ſeem ſtrange, that fo much Error 
and Blaſpheny and al! that direful train of He- 
reſres, in matters relating to God and' Reli- 
2i0n, which have ſo much diſturb the peace 
of Chriftendome , ſhould ſpring from this one 


abſurd and corrupt principle. Hence it was 
alſo, thac ® Orpheus,and the 


7 1:to about this ſubject, toward the Jat- other Greek Poets have dreſ- 
rei end cf his ſecond book de Republica, . . 
P-377. G9ce. fomi ſecurdi ex editione Ser- ſed up their Gods in the ha- 


(b) In his Epiſtle to #erodotus , 


| bit and figure of men, and 
cloathed chem with all the infirmities and paſ- 
ſions incident to humane nature, and hereby 
made way for all the debaucheries and ſuper. 
ſtitions, that luſt could: poſtibly ſuggeſt, or a 
croubled fancy invent. They made uſe of no 
other faculty to judg of God, but a grols ima- 
.. gination 3 © Epicurus upon 
mn Dircorves Taeitin this very thight pretence ex- 
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and 


and governing of the world, 
becauſe he fancied, this 
could not be done without 7, 
anxiety and trouble, like 
the due management of a 
oreat charge or employ- 
ment, which takes up ones 
whole time, and requires 
contrivance and ftudy and 
forefight to keep things in an 
equal poile, to prevent diſ- 
orders, to apply remedies 
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dry od away T8 Toldmy , P. ZOCs 
and laid down therefore in the firſt 
place by his great admirer and fyllower 
Lucretius in the beginning of his philufo- 
phical Poem,to make the better way for 
the Atheiſm oY ich wasSto follow,thet is, 
ro exclude God, with a fairer pretence, 
from havingany thing to do,etther with 
the framing or governing of the world, 
and to deny a providence:that centure, 
which Cotta in Tilly mentions to have 
bin paft upon him by ſevera], being ex- 
atly true —Vides nonnullts viders Epi- 
curumyne in offenſionem Athenienfiun ca- 
deret,werbis reliquiſe Decs,re ſuſtitiiſſe, libs 
I. de Nut. De«orim, ſpea king of this very. 
Atheiſt ical at horiſm, 


co the leaſt inconventences, that otherwiſe 
might quickly grow and improve into a mil- 
chief, and to ſecure all by anequal diftributi- 
on of rewards and puniſhments ; forgetting 
that God's power is infinite and inexhauſtible ; 
char h1s eyes reach from one end of the world to the 0- 
ther, and ſee into the very effences of things ; 
thatall chingsare at his abſolute diſpoſal and 
command ; that trouble only ariſes either from 


fear of ſucceſs, or when we 


are overwhelm'd 


with bufinefs, or our ſtrength 1s not propor- 
tionable or any way ſufficient to ſuſtain fo 
oreata weight, Aetnus preſently rejets the eter- 


nal 
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nal generat.on of the Son of God,becaule this does 
not in all things agree with natural generati- 
ons ; and becauſe it cannot be ſo with men, he 
impiouſly and dogmaticaily concludes, it is an 
impoſſible notion, and thinks he has reaſon 
for his blaſphemy and peremptorineſs,by lay- 

| ing down ſeven and forty arguments for ir, as 

| * j+k«1ef 4 they are numbred and cenfuted by * Epipha- 


mf” nius inhis Panarium, The fame groſs fancies 
LXXVI. 


have the Mahometans of this article of faith to 
this day, who deride the ChriStians, by asking 
impious queſtions concerning it, and even in 
their Devotion renounce it with a great deal of 
earneſtneſs, with a far be it from thee, what the 
ChriStians impute to thee ; as if man were the 
meaſure and ſtandard of all things, even of God 
himſelf, who made him, and who is of infinite 

_ perfeQion, beyond the utmoſt reach of fancy, 
or conception. His ations and underſtanding 
muſt needs as muchtranſcend ours,asdoes his 
eflence, His ways are not as our ways, nor hs 
thoughts as our thoughts, Ila, lv, 8. 

2, This Hypotheſis of theirs, that nothing 
1s or ought to be beljev'd but what is cleared 
up to the underſtanding by the evidence of the 

| things 
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things themſelves, does wholly take away the 
Bleſſedneſs and Rewardableneſs annext to Faith. 
One neceſffary condition to make any aGti- 

on capable of reward or commendation is, 
that it flow from a principle of liberty ; and 
herein man, who is endowed with reaſon, the 
only true foundation of it,has the preeminence 
above all other creatures, that a& only by in- 
ſtin&, or the force of appetite, or by neceflicy 
of * Nature ; He becomes hereby as it were 


ding as he is guided by counſel and rational Xxx) 1 


motives, or meerly as 1t pleaſeth him ; and ac- 
cording either to the right or ill uſe of this l1- 
berty, he is to. be judg'd,whether he has deſer- 
ved well or no. That Chry$tals ſhoot out in- 
to curious and exaQtly regular figures, that the 
flakes of Snow are Hexagonal,and ten thouſand 
other Rarities of Nature, are not to the com- 
mendation of the things themſelves: They 
ſhew admirably the wiſdom of the firſt contri- 
ver of them : the Artiſt, not the Pendulum, 1s 
praiſed,though it meaſures time ſo exaRly,and 
performs all its various motions without any 
interruption or inequality, becauſe this necel- 
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Lord of himſelf and can a& or not aR,accor- yr! 


prind, 


ſed, 
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farily ariſes from a due proportion of weights 
and wheels, and from a juſt adaptation of the 
ſeveral parts of it ; tis the perteCtion of a man, 
thac he afis freely, and conſequently that he 1s 
- virtuous out of choice, notwithſtanding all 
the alluremencs and inclinations of ſenſe, And 
the like 1s to be faid of the ſeveral afſents of the 
mind ; if che truths of Religion were in them- 
{elves fo clear and evident, that we could not 
| but aſſent, whether we would or no, if they 
could be prov'd by arguments, deriv'd from 
ſenſe or nature., where then would be the bleſ- 


fob. 20. 25+ ſedneſs of Faith our Saviour ſpeaks of; which be- 


long to thoſe, who have not ſeen, and yet have be- 
lieved ? when we have a clear and diſtin& per- 
ception of a thing, then we know it; and he 
mult be very ſtupid and very pertinacious , 
that will not ſubmic co the truth, and evidence, 
and conviGtion of a demonſtration. How ri- 
diculous would it be to raiſe a diſpute, and 
heap up arguments againſt clear evidence,and 
pretend diſfatisfa&ion in the midlt of ſo great 
certainty, as ſcience affords ? If there were no 
difficulty in the notions, where were thar Obe- 
dence of Faith, the Apoſtle St, Paul mentions ?- 

s where 


of the Chriſtian Religion, 
where would be our ſubmiſſion and humility ? 
for a trial of which I am perſwaded,that many 
Myſteries are now propoſed by God,which here- 
after as a reward of our Faith ſhall be more 
clearly made our to us, and that this ſhall be 
one principal part of the glory that ſhall at- 
cend the bleſſed in the other world, when we 
ſhall be diveſted of thoſe circumſtances, that 
now hinder the exertions of Reafon, when our 
underſtandings ſhall be enlightned , and our 
capacities enlarged, and our thoughts heighte- 
ned and exalted ; not that it is poflible for the 
moſ? refined and raiſed intellef& ever to attain 
 roafull and comprehenſive knowledg of them 
(for the Angels, thoſe'glorious ſpirits, who at- 
rend the throne, and are continually in the pre- 
ſence of God, humbly vail their faces and a- 
dore) but that what we now know by Faith and 
Revelation only,we ſhall have a ſomewhat clea- 
rer infight into, and be as fully and fatisfafto- 
rily convinced of, as for inſtance, that there is 
a Trinity of Perſons in one undivided Eſſence, as if 
' we underſtood the manner of their ſeveral ſub- 
filkences, 
3. Itreflets upon the Wiſdom and Power 
| F 2 of 
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of God, who may, it he pleaſe, propoſe theſe 


things to us and command us to believe them, 
For that God may do this, who can queſtion ? 
or deny, that we are as much obliged to give 
up our judgments and underſtandings, as our 
wills, to his will, to affent to any ſpeculation 
or truth of dodrine revealed by him, as to any 
mode of inſtituted worſhip commanded by 
him, or any precept of Morality ; and char I 
am not to objeC and throw in my little con- 
jeures and probabilities, becauſe it is not al- 
rogether, or in the leaſt, evident to my reaſon, 
when the nature of the thing renders it impoſli- 
ble that ic ſhould, or if it did not, yet his com- 
mand ſhould be enough to force my aſſent ? 
now to fancy, that nothing is or ought to be 
credible, but what can be made out and clea- 
red up to the underſtanding by the evidence 
of the things themſelves, deſtroyes this ſuppo- 
fition, which has irs certainty from,and is ſup- 
ported by,ſeveral of the divine attributes. The 
Wiſdom and Power of God are both infinite, 
and therefore he knows more,and can do more, 
than what we poſſibly can conceive : otherwiſe 
we muſt equal our lictle knowledg, which we 
| chiefly 
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chiefly derive from the images and repreſen. 
rations of things in our minds,and which every 
contemptible inſe& and vegetable 1s too big 
for, with his ; and upon the ſame account, we 
- mult fancy our power equal roo : which is the 
effef of an irrational pride and madnels, like 
that of the ApoSFate Angels, and by conſe- 
quence, throw off our dependence upon him, 
and deny to yield obedience to his laws, be- 
cauſe they do as much croſs our vitious and 
corrupt inclinations, as the MySteries of our 
Faith do our narrow conceptions and ſent. 
ments. An infinite underſtanding only can 
fully comprehend an infinite perfeCtion ; ſuch 
a proportion between the faculty and the ob. 
je& being altogether neceflary : for if it could 
be comprehended by a finite intelleQ&,ic would 
immediately ceaſe to be infinite, How inſuffe-. 
rable then is ſuch an inſolence !. How vain and 
fooliſh are ſuch imaginations! and every high 
thing, as the AposTle peaks, extravagant fancies 
and concelits, that get into the brain, that exalt- 
themſelves againſt the knowledg of God, which 
ought to be captivated and made ſubject upon. 


the __ Reaſon in the World to the obedi- 
ence 


The Credibility of the Myſteries 
ence and dodtrine of Chriſt : which will appear 
by deſcending to the 

2, Second Particular, I propoſed to make 
good, that the Chriſtian Religion requires us to 
believe its MyFeries upon ſuch grounds, as we 
cannot reje&t without doing violence to our fa- 
culties, and conſequently, that the rejeing 
and disbelieving them muſt be unreaſonable, 
m the grounds are chiefly theſe two, 
. Thar we believe and admit the divine 
t "Iſis: 

2, That we yield Metis and ſubmic 
our underſtandings and all the powers of 
our minds tothe Will of God, 

1, That we believe and admit divine Re- 
velations ; becauſe God is of infinite veracity, 
and to deceive 1s repugnant to the holineſs of 
his Nature ; there 1san utter impoſlibility in it. 
Now if we repoſe ſo much cruſt and confidence 
ina friend, becauſe we have tried him, and 
know that he is a man of great integrity, and 
that he abhors the very thought of deceiving 
any one with the leaſt falſehood, and ſpeaks 
exaUtly according to his knowledg without any 
reſerved or ſecret meaning or equivocation,or 
CON» 
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concealing part of the propoſition in his mind 
that it may be otherwiſe underſtood than he in- 
tends it ; much more with all the readineſs of 
ſubmiſſion of mind imaginable are we to re- 
celve, whatever comes from God, without the 
leaſt demur,or doubt,or contradition. This 
an infinite and eternal refticude does juſtly 
challenge from us ; for God may afloon deny 
his being, as falfifie his word ; ſo that whoe- 
ver goez about to queſtion or disbelieve any 
thing that God has revealed, will run himſelf 
upon one of theſe rwo grols and abſurd impl- 
cries. either donbt whether God himſelf has an 
exact and perte& knowledg of thoſe things, he 
has propos'd to our belief, or whether he has 
been juſt and true to deliver what he knows, 
It is a moſt rational concluſion of St. Zobn 
1 Ep;f.v.10. he that believath not God,has made 
him a thar. No difficulty then can or ought 
to deter me from the belief of a thing, it God 
has once revealed it ; nor can the mind of man - 
poſſibly defire a greater ſatisfaQion than this. . 
2, That we yield obedience and ſubmit our 
underſtandings and all che powers of - our: 


minds to the will of God, for 
_ 


AO 
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1, That there are thouſands of things de 
fafio above our knowledg and conception can- 
not be deemed by any, without the higheſt 
immodeſty, an unjuſt poſtulatum. 

2, That all or at leaſt moſt of our knowledg 
deriving from ſenſe, the more things are freed 
and abſtracted from the entanglements of grols 
matter, the more difficult 1s the conception ; 
becauſe they fall leſs under the examination of 
our ſenſes, from which we receive ſo great pre- 
judices in our infancy and childhood, which 
make that deep impreflion on our fancies, that 
they are not eafily to be removed, 

3. God by virtue of his abſolute dominion 
and ſ{overaignty may command us to aflent to 
things above our reach, and conception, and 
knowledg. Faith is not to choole its 0bjef,no 
more than a mans will can preſcribe and ſer 
ro him a Law, becauſe its whole and only 
power confiſts in the liberty of obeying or nor 
obeying of a Law preſcrib'd by a ſuperiour 
Power. Whatfoever Dofrine therefore is 
delivered and revealed by God, becomes im- 
mediately credible, by reaſon of the authority, 
that does accompany it, and enforce it upon 
us, 
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us. The Articles of Faith carry along with 
them ſufficient motives of CredibzJity, but then 
theſe motives muſt not be fetched from the na- 
cure of che things themſelves,as if they were to 
be ſo evident, that our Reaſon might fully diſ- 
cover their connexion and dependance, but 
from without ; that is, my Faith is rightly 
grounded, and an obligation lies upon me to 
believe, what is propoſed by God, if it be evi- 
denced ſo to be, by juſt and rational proofs ; 
and if the authority be certain and infallible : 
God therefore declaring his Will,and confirm- 
ing the Revelations he has made of it by his di- 
vine Power, this latter 1s a ſufficient proof,and 
a juſt and rational ground of my Belief; for 
how abſurd would it be for any one, becauſe 
he cannot comprehend and make out a thing 
fully,which in the nature of it, and by reafon 
of our weakneſs and incapacity, is incompre- 
henfible, and which he ought toacknowledg to 
be ſuch, unleſs he will preſume to meaſure E- 
rernicy and graſp Infinity with a ſpan,therefore 
to doubt of fo plain a truth, as this is,that the 
divine Power cannot be made uſe of to confirm 


any Propoſition,but what is exaQly true and cer- 
| tain ? 


I 
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tain? ſothat this is notto forego our Reaſon,as 
the Socinians plead, for nothing is more agreea- 
ble to the principles of right Reaſon, bur to att 
according to it ; and therefore toſay that we 
Believe I know not what, if they mean, that the 
objeCts of our Faith cannor be proved to exiſt 
with the ſame kinds of proots, as what is pre- 
ſented to our ſenſes, or as a propriety may bez 
demonſtrated of the ſubje& of a ſpeculative 
Science, this cannot be any prejudice at all to 
our belief, becauſe in all Faith,whether Humane 
or Divine, there cannot be the ſame clearneſs 
and evidence, but that there are ſuch Obje&s 
of our Faith we are as certainly affured, as if 
we had a particular demonſtration of cach, 
Now that the MySteries of Chriſtianity are con- 
farm'd by ſuch an authority, and therefore are 
to be believed by us,and conſequently that the 
ChriSianReligion requires our afſent to no more, 
than what is apparent to be God's Will, we have 
this afſurance,that they were atteſted and made 
good by the miracles of our Saviour ; by theſe 
he proved his Commiſſion to be deriv'd from 
Heaven. This was the belief of the Jews in ge- 
neral,both Learned and Unlearned, Nicodemus 
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was fully convinced of the truth and evidence 
of it, Zob.iii, 2, Rabbi, we know, that thou art a 
Teacher come from God, for no man can do thoſe mi- 
racles. that thou dof, except God be with hm. In 
the caſe of the blind man, who was reſtored to 
his fighr,the doubt was rational, How can a man, 
that 3s a ſinner do ſuch miracles? Joh: ix, 16, I. 
this man were not of God,he could do nothing, v.33. 
that 1s, he could not do ſuch things, as are a- 
bove the power of a meer Man, which we ſee 
him.do. It was nothing,but a moſt unjuſt pre- 
judice to our Sawtours Perſon,and to the mean< 
neſs of his Birth and Parentage, arifing from a 
falſe principle concerning the temporal King- 
dom of the Meſſeas, through a miſunderſtand- 
ing of the Propheſies, that made them, againſt 
their Belief and Conſcience,reje& the authori- 
ty of ſo many evident and often repeated mi- 
racies;and though they would not acknowledg 
him for their Meſſtas, that came in a way of hu- 
mility and meekneſs, ſo oppofite to their hu- 
mours and expeQations, who thought of no- 
thing, but criumphs and revenge ; yet they are _ 
forced to acknowledg,that the Meſſtas could not 


do greater;and laſtly our bleſſed Saviour appeals 
3 Ke 
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ro miracles, as to his credentials, as being a 
moſt rational motive to work faith in the minds 
of the moſt ſcrupulous ; if ye believe not me,be- 
lieve the works that I do. This then is a ſuffici- 
ent confirmation of our Saviours miſſion, and 
of the do&rine He and the Apo83les delivered 
from him, and preach'd through the ſeveral 
parts of the World, which they travelled, and 
after put in writing for the benefit and greater 
ſatisfaQtion of all ſucceeding Generations, Nor 
are we now at this great diſtance of time to call 
for new ſigns from Heaven, or to deſire a farther 
confirmation of what hath been received fo u- 
niverſally for ſo many ſucceſſions of Apes, 
The holy Scriptures are the authentick Regifters 
of the Doftrine and Revelations of God, and that 
I may add this by the way, were they but of 
humane authority, they deſerved not to be 
drolled upon, but to be treated with an equal, 
if not a greater, reſpe&,than Pohybius, or Lig, 

not only upon the account of their Antiquity, 

but for thoſe excellent remarks they contain, 

and the TheiFis of our Age may as well doubr, 

whether there were ſuch a man as Cyrus and 

Alexander, as Moſes and Foſhua, and queſtion 

whether 
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whether Cicero wrote thoſe Orations, and the 
other excellent Books, that go under his name. 


or Virgil thoſe admired Poems, as whether 


Se. Mathew or St. Fobn, who were the known 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and converſed daily with 
him for above three years together, wrote 
thoſe Gofpels,which contain the Hiſtory and Adis 
of his Life and Death. 


Upon theſe evidences our affent is raiſed, 


Which make it rational and juſt ; our Faith is 
reſolv'd into the teſtimony of Grd,which is on- 
ly the rule of it, we believe nothing, but what 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles taught, for which: 


we have the authority of their words,and what 
the whole number of Chrisian People embra- 


ced and received, as the juſt and true meaning. 


of them. Now becauſe we cannot reconcile 
theſe expreſs and clear Revelations of the Go- 
fpel, laid down in plain expreſſions, as that 
Chrift 3 the fon of God, was in the beginning with 
God, before the world was made, God manifeſted in 
the fleſh, God bleſſed for ever, and that he and the 


father are one (not to deſcend to the other Arti- 
cles, which are laid down as clearly) with our 


narrow conceptions of things, 1s moſt irratio- 
nally. 
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nally to conclude againlt God in favour of our 
ſelves, meerly for this only reaſon, becauſe we 
cannot tell or underſtand, how it can or ſhould 

-be,when he hath cold us exprefly it is fo, Here- 

.upon they heap up ſtrange and abſurd inter- 
pretations of Scripture, and which are impofli- 

ble ro be true ; they deny to words thelr pro- 

per, and . natural and genuine fignifications ; 

they fancy nothing but improprecties and am- 
biguitics of expreflion ; and admit of abſurd 
notions for all their high vaunts and prerences 

to reaſon, which deſtroy the very defign. and 
inſticution of Chriſtianity, Thus our molt b/-ſed 
Saviour, the only begotten ſon of God muſt be only 

10x47 yoewv,or iT Teoxonry X, &eflnv Bis, God 

only by grace and favour, and for the holineſs and 

(4) Tay 5 yeucds ne:girlo rior Excellence of bis Tife,as ©? Ebion, 
# 4anIeic, þ ceu5ty dv ©:8 3P G99 and W Arius, and © Paulus 


THY %, x7! Tundeday Syanuyins F drw- 

$ty axe au]8y pagers. Epiphanins Samoſatenus uſed to blaſ- 

in hzreft Ebioneorun.que ef EXX fed. 

XVIII, ex edit. Fetavin. Perifiis 1622. Pheme of old, or Deus Fa- 

pag. 142. ; 
(b) Epiphanins in hereſt A irmorun, aus, a Created God only, (uch 

guez eft LXIX, ſet XVIII pe741. : 

| (ec) Gregoris Abulpharagius, in hifto- by Deſignation and Office, as 

ria Dyneſtiarum, Arabice, p. 129, edit, — . . 

Oxon. 1663s, Fur ychins in Annalib::s Alrx- OUC modern Sorinians IMPl- 

andrinis Arabice, edit.Oxon. parte pt 1- 


aa p.397, & 441. ouſly diſtinguiſh, when, not 
only the name, but the effentiai Attributes of 
the 
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the Godhead are aſcribed to him. Thus the Uo- 
Erine of the Ever bleſſed Trinity,which is clearly 


contain'd in the form of © 
Þaptfm, as might fully be 
made good againlt rhe ex- 
ceptions and cavils of Wo. 
ſegenius,and in St. Zoh,v.7. (a 
© Verſe written by the ſame 
hand that wrote all the reſt 
of the Epiſile, as: it is moſt 
evident from the verſes in 
conjun&ion with it, which 


would be altogether defective 


and imperfe& without it , 
however it be omitted in the 
Alexandrine Manuſcript,rather 
by chance (for that-is not the 


(d) This argument drawn from the 
Form of Baptijn, iS generally made ule 
of by all the antient Fathers, agaiift ri © 
blaſphemy of yabellins, Arms, avd the 
reft of the Hereticks, who h:d depart- 
ed fiom the true faith,eſtablitkr er firſt, 
to follow phanſies and inventions of 
their own, Bur reſerving theſe nu- 
merous citations for another work, 1 
ihall content my ſelf at preſent to ſay 
with the Author of the Previarium frdes 
adverſus Arianos,Who lived above 1200 
years fince,put out by the moſt learned 
Sirmondus,to whom the world is fo much 
obliged, for his publiſhing ſeveral wri- 
rings of the arcients,out of MSS. 
Qui [ Spiritus ſanftus] [i Deus non efſet, nen 
in baptiſmo in uno nomine Teitatis patrt 
tg filio ſocturetur, ficut ſeriptum eſt, ubi 
regulam baptiſm poſuit ipſe Dominus + te, 
inguit, baptizate omnes gentes.4n nomine 
Patris dT Filii,ty Spiriius Saris, Ouod 
ſolum teſtimonium deberet heretics ſuff crre 
ad credalitatem inſeparabilsTrinitati-,quia 
nec ifſt audent aliter baptizave,ne regulam 
Domint corrumpere videartur, Et ubi unum 
nomen diggur, ibi Cy major UF mincr ex, 
cludityr. 


(e) Of this ſee the Arpendix. 


-— 


only omiſſion in that Copy) than deſign, as if 
it had favoured the Herefie of the Antitrinita- 
rians;) this Dottrine of the 7rinity, 1 ſay,muſt 
be exploded, becauſe they cannot fatisfie their 
bold curiofity, as why the emanation of the 


Deity ſtops at three Hypo3Fafes, 


chat is, why the 


Divine Eſſence is not communicated to more. 
than Zhree Perſons, and how it can be Commu- 


nicated 
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nicated, and yet altogether remain Undivided, 
and the like, That this Article was explicitly 
believed in the very beginnings of Chriſtianity, 
may, to omit at preſent other wayes of proofs, 
be evinced hence, that the Heathens of thoſe 
times uſed to upbraid the ChrisF.ans with che 
belief of ſo unlikely a Dottrine, Thus Critias 
in the Dialogue Philopatris (which if not Lu- 
cians, was written however in 7rajan's time, 
whoſe victories and ſucceſſes in the Ea, and 
particularly in the taking of Cefiphon and Ba- 
bylon and other places from the Perfians, and 
in reprefling the incurfions of the Scythians, as 
hapning juſt at that cime, are there mentioned) 
when T7riephon had expreſſed the belief and 
ſenſe of the Chriſtians about this Article,by ad- 
juring v\1juedorln Oy wtyany d ppeoTor, Sec 
F:WVC UIGY ATCC, TVED fat EXTIOREUO fufv0l, EY 
£2 TEK, 2, ££ £vog Wein; TeuTea voprile Ziver 
#, ys Oc2»y, makes a mock at it, and replies 
witha great aeal of impudent raillery,&eF us- 
£y jun OSexoxes, 4 ces 1 AgtFptTINN, 
yawe cel? peice Niro puar@! 0 Teenon Ty, 8x 
Ge 1 AZYEiC Ev Teice, eta ey, jan ry TETCRXXkIv 
Þns T1» TluScyogs ; 11 oySoade t Tera da, 
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So far is that from having the leaſt truth in ir, 
which the Enemies and Oppoſers of this 
Doftrine affirm, without the leaſt ſhew of 
Reaſon and Authority, that it derives whol- 
ly from Pythagoras and Plato, and was learn- 
ed in their Schools, and afterwards dreſt up 
by the Fathers, who were admirers of that 
Philofephy, and not heard of till the Zhird or 
Fourth Century. So that upen the whole it 
will appear, that the ChriS:an Religion has juſt 
and ſure evidences, and therefore to fancy, 
which 1s the only thing they can alledge in 
behalf of their Unbelief, that nothing is or 
can be believed, but what ought to be fully 
comprehended by the Underſtanding, - is fo 
fooliſh, ſo unjuſt, ſo unreaſonable a thing, 
that nothing but intolerable Pride and Ob- 
ſtinacy can poſlibly ſuggeſt ſuch a Thought, 
and conſequently that before any one can 
become an Arrian or a Socinian, he muſt fore- 
oo his Reaſon, and forger that God is of in- 
finite Perfe&ion,and forget too,that he himſelf 
1s 2 Man, 

To draw towards a Period. ChriStianity be- 


ing a Great Myſtery, and neceffarily ſuch : 
| r, 
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It is bur a natural inference, that all our 
enquiries into the Articles of it be ſober and 
modeſt ; that we expe not a comprehenfive 
knowleds of them ; that we be not too bufie 
and curious in our Searches into the Secrets 
of God ; that being conſcious to our ſelves 
of the defefts, and ſhallowneſs, and weakneſs 
of our Reaſon in lefſer matters ; how imper- 
fe& and untrue oftentimes our colle&ions are 
of ſenfible beings, to which our faculties may 
ſeem proportionate ; and to what errors and 
deluſions we are ſubje&, by taking up falſe 
notions, by fancy and prejudice ; we learn 
to be wiſe unto ſobriety, and not to think of our 
ſelves, above what we ought to think, It was 
nothing at firſt, but an overbold curioficy, 
not content with Revelation, and with juſt 
proofs of it, that raiſed in the mind thoughts 
of Disbeltef ; but it ſtopt not here ; it ſoon 
improved into a proud conceit of maſtering 
all che difficulties of Religion by the ſtrength 
of Reaſon ; and to rhis we may juſtly impure 
the original and growth of all thoſe Hereſres 
and Blaſphemies, that have been vented fiom 
the very firſt Preaching of the Goſpel to this 
| day, 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 


day. It 18a vain thing to think to do this ; 


'tis a paſſing beyond the bounds which God 
and our own Nature hath fer us; a ptece of 


| Sacrilegious raſhneſs, as Salvian juſtly words 
ic, in his third Book De Gubernatione Det, 
ſpeaking of the various diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence : Hoc ipſum genus quali Sacrilege teme- 
ritatis eft, ji plus ſcire cupias quam ſinaris: The 
Articles of Faith, as they are not to be tried, 
ſo neither to be proved by the Principles of 
Mathematicks or Natural Philoſophy. Tt is as 
oreat folly to attempt it, as to expect it, both 
arifing from a wantonneſs of Wit, which 
quickly looſes it {elf in a Labyrinth of wild 
Opinions, and pleafing it ſelf with new No- 
tions and Ideas, 1s more and more perplext 
and entangled, and is ſcarce ever reducible 
to a right and ſober temper. 

What ill ſucceſs the Schoolnen have had in 
their attempts this way updn the Articles of 
Religion, ChriSTendome has long fince had fad 
experience of ; theſe men guilty of the 0- 
ther extream would ſcarce acknowleds any 
thing of Myſtery in it; all things ſeemed ſo 
clear tothem, as if they had had a parcacu- 
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lar Revelation $ they have thrown open the 
Vail, that covers the Ark ; they define boldly, 
and obtrude their Conje&ures for Oracles, 
St. Paul and St, Zobn ſhall be explained and 
proved by the Writings of P7ato and Ariſtotle ; 
thus proſtituting the Majeſty of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and corrupting the Simplicity of 
the Chriſtian Religion by their niceties and 
ſubtilities of Diſtinions, and expotling, it 
the more to the Cavils of Hereticks, who ob- 
ſerving the falſeneſs of their Principles, and 
the weakneſs and incompetency of their 
Proofs, are more encouraged to reje& the 
truth of ir. Hereby too a Contentious and 
Diſputative Theology has been introduced in the 
Schools ; and unneceſlary and bold queſtions 
ſrarted, impoſſible to be reſolved with any 
ſatisfaftion, which perplex and confound the 
Underſtanding, and are fo far from Building 
us up in our Holy Faith, and from explaining 
the DoQtrine of it, that it has ſcarce ſuftered 
by any one thing more, Some things we 
may underſtand, but we ſee more to admire, 
which withall our art and ſubtility we can ne- 
ver attain to, It is enough, thac the Chri- 
Tan 
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ftian Religion doth perſwade us by Rational 
Arguments to the acknowledgment of its Do- 
frine, that it lates down ſufficient grounds of 
the certainty and neceflity of our Belief, that 
It gives us all the aſſurance we can, with any 
modeſty, pretend to, and all the proofs the 
nature of the things, propoſed to our belief, 
are capable of and will bear, 'Tis Faith in 
Chri$, that He 1s the Son of God and the Sawiour 
of the World, that denominates us Chriſtians ; 
co deny this, how excellent a Perſon ſoever 
we make him for Meekneſs and Holineſs of 
Life, is to renounce Chriſtianity, and in ette& 
to turn Mabometans ; for they acknowleds 
Chrift to have been a Great Prophet, to have 
been born of a Virgin, to have been aſſumed into 
Heaven, and the like. Satzs fit pro untverſts ra- 
tionibus Author Deus; as the ſame Salvian has 
it, This 1s that, that is equivalent to ten 
thouſand Demonſtrations ; this will level all 
thoſe objeftions, that are raiſed againſt the 
Mysteries of Chriſtianity ; that will filence all 
the Sophiſtry of Corrupt Reaſon, and cut off all 
thoſe Arguments, which preſumptuous Men 


are wont to make : and certainly if we rightly 
cons 
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conſider ir, the Myeries of Chriſtianity, as 
they are propoſed in the Scriptures, are by 
reaſon of the great difficulties, that atrend 
the conception of them, fo far from being in- 
credible, that they ought thereby to become 
more credible ; thar 1s, they are more worthy 
of the infinite Majeſty and perfe&ion of God, 
by how much they are above the reach of our 
Faculties, 

2, Let us remember that Chriſtianity is a My- 
ftery of Godlineſs, and conſequently that the 
Great Myſteries of it ought to have an influ- 
ence upon our Lives and Praftices. As on 
the one hand, to ſay, that theſe Great Articles 
of our Faith are nice Speculations, and the ex- 
plicit Belief of them, as they are propoſed, not 
neceſlary, and to queſtion that Senſe of them, 
in which they have always been received by 
the Catholick Church, is to undermine the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtianity ; So on the other ſide, 
it takes oft very much from the obligation to 
Obedience, and dulls thoſe affe&ions, which 
a reflexion on theſe Great Myſteries muſt needs 
cauſe in the mind; 

That God ſhould ſend his Son into the 


world 
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world to diſcover this Myſtery to us in Per- 
ſon, and in order to our Redemption, was 
the Effet of an Infinite Wiſdom, and of an 
Infinite Love ; that God ſhould be ManifeSted in 
the Fleſh tor our ſakes, and ſubmic himſelf ro 
the weaknelles,and imperfettions, and contu- 
melies of the humane nature ; that the Second 
Perſon of the Trinity, Co-eſential and Co-eternal 
with the Father, ſhould condeſcend to afſume 
fleſh, and therein to ſuffer ; a refletion on 
this cannot but fill us wich admiration and 
love, One great part of the Worſhip we 


owe to God confiſts in our admiring his infi- 
nite PerfeQions ; all our Praiſes and Thanks- 


g1v14:gs are but the outward ſignifications of 


this, and faint expreſſions of our thoughts, 
which looſe themſelves in the contemplation 
of them. Now theſe Myſteries aftord us eter- 
nal matter for our admiration. Befides, what 
greater obligation to Obedience can there poſ- 
ſible be, than che Revelation of this Myſtery, 
apon Which our Salvation 1s founded ? A Ho- 
ly and Religious Life chen 1s the beſt evidence 
of our belief of theſe Articles of Chriſtianity be= 


yond all ſubtiliry of Diſputation. This: ef- 
pecially 


$. 
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pecially concerns us, who are dignified with 
the Holy Priesthood, who are Miniſters of Christ, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. This ſhews, 
that we do more than barely affent to the truth 
of them, when they produce in us all, both 
Prieſts and Lay, thele effe&s, for which they 
were principally diſcovered ; that ſo living in 
obedience to the will of God revealed to us by 
his Son, whom he ſent out of his own Boſom, 
and in all holy converſation and godlineſs, we 
may at laſt be admitted to the ſight and fruition 
of his glorious Godhead, to fing Praiſes and 
Hallelujah's to the bleſſed Trinity for ever and 
ever, Amen, 
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322; T muſt be confeſſed, that this 
oS5 Verle:is not to be met with in 
73x. ſeveral Old MSS, as particu- 
WE: "0 larly in the mentioned Alex” 

TT USIS we andrine, now in the Hings Li- 
brary at Sr. Zame's, brought out of Egypt by Cy- 
rillus Lucari,when he removed from the See of 
Alexandria to the Patriarchate of Conſtantinople, 
who was ſtrangled by the Zurks in the year 
1638, and ſent to K.Charles I. though not ſo 
antient, I believe, as'is pretended, as if ir had 
been wrote by the hand of Thecla, an Egyptian 
Woman of an honourable Extraftion, and a 
Martyr for the Chriſtian Faith, condemned to 
the Amphitheatre under D.ocleſian.as Euſebius re- + 
lates in the Supplement to the Eight Book of 
his Ecclefraftical Hiſtory, which is found 1n le- 
veral Copies,it it be his (cap. 3.) before the hrſt 
Council of Nice;which is baiely faid and con- 
jeFured ; and I ſuppoſe, that ir may be pro- 
ved.that the Vatican exemplar 1s the more Genu- 
| ine 
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ine of the two,and comes nigher the Original, 
It is omitted allo in an ancient Manuſcript in 
the Archives of our Colledg Library,containing 
the New Teſtament entire (except the Apocalyp: ) 
with the P/alter and ſeveral Hymns colle&cd 
out of the Old Teſtament, the words #111 yy be- 
ing alſo wanting in the eight verſe,and in ſeve- 
ral others. Upon this the Enemies of this Do- 
Arine triumph and boldly pretend, thar it was 
inſerted by the Catholicks; Thus to mention on- 
ty one for all, Socinus himſelf in his Commen- 
tary on theſe words—Satzs conftat illa efſe A- 
dulterina,g&s ab hominibus, qui ſuum dogma de tri. 
no U9 uno Deo quacung; ratione defendere 49 propa- 
gore wolebant, in hunc locum infarfa. But let the 
appeal lye to any indifferent Perſon, which is 


moſt likely, that thoſe, who profefled their be- 


lief of this Doftrine, which was grounded too 
upon ſeveral other Texts of Scripture, and was 
derived down to them from the firſt Ages of 
the Church,and which they contended for with 
{o much earneſtneſs, ſhould without any ne- 
ceſlity dare commit, ſuch a Forgerie, which 
could not but be taken notice of by their 
watchful Enemies, or that this ſhould be done 

by 
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by the Oppoſlers of this Dofirine,who were ar- 
raigned in general,by all the Catbolick Writers, 
who had to do with them, as falfifiers of the 
ſacred Records, and were ſo much concern'd 
co do it in defence of their private tenets and 
fancies, and eſpecially to raze this Text, with 
which they were ſo opprefled,out of ſeveral Co- 
pies, from which by Tranſcripts it might eaſi- 
ly be propagated into others: And conſequent- 
ly it is not to be admired, that ſeveral of the 
Fathers, no not Athanaſius himſelf, nor Cyril ot 
Alexandria, nor St. Hilary, who defended with 
ſo much learning the truth of this great Myſite- 
ry, did not make ule of this Teſtimony, they 
lighting upon ſome of theſe Tranſcripts;which 
is to be ſaid alſo for St, AuSlin, in his Book 3. 
Chap. 22, againſt Maximinus an Arian Biſhop, 
for St, Leo in his Epiſtle to F lawian Biſhop of 
ConStantinople, againſt the Herefie of Eutyches, 


N Tom. 6. ex F- 


Ep. 10. Cap.5. for Eucherius de queStionibus N, 75" <0. 


7: eſtamenti, and for Oecumenius in his Commen- _ 


cry on this Epiſtle, and ſeveral others, The 
ſame reaſon holds for the omiſſion of it in the 
Syriack, Arabick,and Mthicpick Tranſlations,the 
two former of which,as they are now extant,as 

L 2 E 


-ippendix. 
is moſt probable, were made long ſince the 
times of Arizs,notwithſtanding the pretenfions 
of ſome to a far greater Antiquity, the laſt is 
confefledly of a later Dare, The ſcarcity of Co- 
pies zn thoſe days, and the malitious induſtry 
and cunning of the Hereticks render the conje- 
ure ſufficiently probable, tf no Copy were 
to be found with this Verſe entire, and that. we 
had only the authority of ſome of the Antients, 
who cite it as authentick,as having met with it 
in their Books, The Divines of Lovain in colla- 
ting the N.T. with a great number of Latin Co- 
pies, found it only wanting in five. R, Stepha- 
714 in his Edition of the N.7, had the uſe of 
fifreen or ſixteen old Greek MSS. above half of 
which retain'd it, So the Edition of the N.7, 
at Complutum compared with antient MSS.prin- 
red in the beginning of the Reſtauration of Po- 
lite Lirerature in Chriſtendome, at the expences 
of the great Cardinal Ximenes,only with this va- 
TRATION, 9Ti TEAS 01G pacteTUVES)ES £1 To Sere- 
YW, 0Tlatre, 0 N0YO-s «1 & yiov [Tyevurce ; Ky Y 
Teac as 1 £» do1, Thus Eraſmus confeſſes he 
met with a Manuſcript in England, which he 
cals by the name of Codex Britannicus,which had 
the 
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the whole ſeventh Verſe, as we now read it,and 
the eight Verſe, the latter part thus altered, #, 
Teas aow wu puretveSyles & In yn, True, 
"YO wer Au ag pagiuercty Yor aviewnws. 
I ſhall lay no ſtreſs upon ewo Writings, which 
pals under the name of Athanafius, where this 
Verſe is cited, becauſe it is not to be met with 
in thoſe larger works of his,which are acknow- 
ledged genuine, the one is an account of a diſ- 
putation,according to the title,had with Arius 
in the Council of Nice ; bur the citle is faulry,as 
appears from the Diſcourle it ſelf ; nor was A- 
rius the Perſon diſputed with there, but one of 
his followers ; and the reaſon of the miſtake of 
the title may be aſcrib'd to an ignorant Libra- 
rius,putting down Arius for Arian, and the 
Dialogue not real, but ſuppoſed.,as was uſual a- 


moneg(t the Fathers, introducing the Hereticks 


pleading their Cauſe,and the Orthodox refuting 
their Cavils and defending the Truth, And if 
this may pals for likely, rhere can be no great 
reaſon to ſuſpef the Authenticalneſs of ir, the 
© words are, Teo Os T&TUG mHow Inxvnc 
Px ox Xo TRAC T9 £9 404. Theother is In a 


Book extant only in Latine ©? lib, 1. de unita ©) 71m-2 7 
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Appenais. ; 
Deitate Trinitatis ad Theophilum, dicente Joanne | 
Evangeliſta in Epiſtola ſua, tres ſunt,qui teſlimont- 
um dicunt in Celo, Pater, Verbum, & Spiritus, 
But this piece, 1 confeſs, 1s very juſtly rejected 
as none of his,though perchance wrote not ma- 
ny years after his time. St.Cyprian,who ſuffered 
Martyrdome about the year of Ch, 258.Galienus 
and his Son Valerianus being then Emperours, 
about fixty years before the calling of the Coun- 
cil of Nice,in his book de unitate Ecchefie Catho- 
lice,cites this Text expreſly,as found inthe Co- 
pies of his time ; — Dicit Dominus, Egos Pater 
unum ſumus, wy iterum de Patre & Filio & Spi- 
ritu Santto, & hi Tres unum ſunt. It 1s 'not any 
way material to the defign and purpole of this 
Scholion to inquire, in what ſenſe St, Ciprian 
underſtood theſe words, but only to vindicare 
the antiquity of the Copies, that retained this 
reading, though it might eaſily be proved chat 
it wasa thing uſual with the Fathers, as no one 
can be ignorant,who has turn'd over their Wr1- 
tings, to interpret places of Scriptures ſomes 
times, not according to-their primary intent, 
but by way of accomodation, Which teſtimo. 
ny is ſo clear and convincing that Sandtus in 


his 
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his Appendix queſtionum Paradoxarumuſes all his ». 39». 
art and sk1ill co avoid the force of it,by preten- 


ding,chat ſeveral things have been changed,ad- 
ded,taken away, and ſome other way varied in 
the Fpifile,as appears by the obſervation of Poſ- 
ſevinus,who took the pains to compare the prin- 
red Copies with four MS, and the acknow- 
ledgment of others, Perkins, James, and Rivet : 
from which premiſes he concludes very boldly 
upon a meer poſflibility,that this place was ne- 
ver cited by that blefſed Martyr,bur put in by 
ſome body elſe ; Quam facile itaq; etiam hic locus 
interſeri potugt ab h1i5,qui non exborruerunt ſacr as li- 
teras corrumpere propter metum Hereticorum, But 


firſt this 1s barely ſaid without the leaſt proof, 


and without the authority of any MS.Secondly 
neither Pamelius nor Rigaltius,nor any other.as 
I know of,who put forth St.Cyprian,make men- 
tion of any various reading in this place,all a- 
oreeing in it. Now that chis Epiſtle 1s St.Cy- 
prians is undoubted:St Cyprian himſelf referring 
co it,and that the reading 1s the ſame now,as it 
was in the old Copies written above eleven 
hundred and forty years ago,appears fromPFul- 


gentius,who not only cites this ſeventh verſe in 
his 
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his book de fide Catholica adwerſus Pintam Epif- 
copumArianum,in his teſtimonies de7rinitate,and 
in his book de Trinitate ad Felicem Notarium,c.4., 
which thus begins, En habes in brevi alium eſſe - 
Patrem.alium Filium.alum Spiritum ſanfum, ali- 
um 4 alium in perſona, non aliud © aliud in natu- 
ra ;  idcirco ego,inquit,&> pater unum ſumus ; u- 
num, ad naturam referre nos docens,ſumus, ad per- 
fonas « fimiliter & illud. Tres ſunt, inquit qui te- 
ſlimonium dicunt in Celo,Pater Verbum v9 Spiritus, 
& hi tres unum ſunt. Audiat Sabellius, ſumus : 
audiat tres : & credat efſe tres perſonas, non ſa- 
crilego corde blaſphemet dicendo,ipſum. ſibi eſſe Pa- 
trem,ipſum ſibi Filium, ipſum hbi Spiritum ſanfum, 
tanquam modo quodam feipſum gignat, aut modo 
quodam a ſeipfo ipſe procedat, cum hoc etiam in na- 
turis creatts minime inventri poſſut,ut alquid ſeip- 

ſum gignere waleat. Audiat feilicet & Arius u- 
num, non differentts filium dicat eſſe natur@.cum 


(a; v.591 er Editione Throphili Ranaudi, naturd diverſa UNnum dict Hee 
Seo, Few, Farifis 1678, vrinted With Ste 

Le, Maximus Teurmentts, ard four queat, : 
ol es winch make un tie veptay I'rwvi, 


E.4 


- but cites this very 
place of Sr.Cyprian, in his 
book contra objectiones Arianorum,in his anſwer 
to the tenth or laſt objection. His words are 
thele,In Patre & Filio,c> Spirit ſands unitatem 


(ib. 
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fubRantie accipimus, perſonas confundere non audemus; 


beatus enim Johannes Apostolus teftatur dicens,tres ſunt, 


qui teflimonium perhibent in Cel, Pater Verbum ts Spi- 
ritus,d9 hi tres unumſunt.Ouod etiam beatiſſumus Mar- 
tyr Cyprianus in Epiſtola de unitate Eccleſie confitetur , 
dicens,qui pacem Chriſti v5 concordiam rumpit,adverſus 
Chriſtum facit:qui alibi preter Eccleſiam colligit,Chriſti 
Ecclefiam ſpargit. Atqzat unamEccleſiam unius Dei eſſe 
mon$traret,hec confeſtim teſtimonia de Scripturd inſeru- 
it, dicit Dominus,Ego W Pater unum ſumus,& iterum, 
d Patre & Filio vs Spiritu ſanto ſcriptum eſt, W bi 
tres unum ſunt, If it be ſaid,thatSt.Gyprian cited only 
the latter part of the 8,9, where the wulgar Latine 
has thoſe very words, « bi tres unum ſunt © and 
that thus Facundus, Epiſcopus Hermianenſis, in the 
time of ZuSlinian, to whom he dedicates his book, 
which he wrote pro defenſione trium capitulorum Con- 
cilii Chalcedonenfis, ſeems to underſtand ir, without 


raking any notice of the 7.9. citing this place of 


St.Cyprian,though by a lapſe of his n:emory he laics 
it is to be found in Epiſtola ſive libro,quen: de Trini- 
zate ſcripſit : 1 reply firſt in general char [#7] might 
eaſily be left out by the ofcitancy of the Library, 
not to ſay,razed out by the Hereticks ; the Syriack 


Interpreter reading in his Greek Copy,what we find in 
K Ours, 


(Þ)/ih,1.p.16, 
ex Edit, I. Stirs 
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ours,as tothe latter part,ze, «1 Tes5 £1g 10 ev £174,and 
accordingly tranſlating it ſo,es tres ſunt teſtes, Spiri- 
tus W Aqua & Sanguns,dy bi tres 'in uno ſunt - Be- 
chad,and fo the Arabick Interpreter Aa, 2 in uno, 
only the Fthiopick. conforming tro the _ read- 
ing of the vulgar Latine, But what will they lay to 
the Alexandrine MS. which they ſo much adore, 
which has the ſame reading,o7rlecis £ £10k 01 Haceglu.- 
CEVTECITO TVEU [Ry TO VOWE T9 Ku, Hy or Tetig 
4c T0 £y £151 ; Which are the words alſo of our MS, 
{o in the Copies, which Oecumenius followed olileet Te 
£4019 Ol jtgTUgSYTEGNTO TVS act; TO us WE T9 Him 
facea 93 Teeig £1 79 £v tio, St, erom's tranſlation 
leaves out in the 8.9.0 hitres unum or inunum ſunt, 
and fo rhe Greek of Arias Montanus,and the Complu- 
tenfian Edition;in the Margin of which later it is no- 
red,chat Aquinas in the expoſition of the ſecond de- 
cretal de ſumma Trinitate againſt Abbot Foachim,who 
perverſely interpreting the end of the 7,2,of the u- 
nity of will and conſent. alledges the end of the 8.w. 
for his authority and juſtification; had made this 
obſervation, ſed boc in weris exemplaribus non habetur, 
fed dicitur efſe appoſitum ab Hereticis Arian ad perver- 
tendum intellelum ſanum auforitatis premiſſe de u- 
nitate efſentie trium perſonarum, | ſuppoſe the great 


reſpe& 
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reſpett Aquinas had for the wlgar Latin,made him 
rather ſuſpe& che whole to be added,than that it was 
ll cranſſated, which he would eafily have acknow- 
ledged,had he conſulted any Gr, HS, But this kind 
of learning they were not acquainted with in that 
Ape of Scholaſtical tgnorance and barbarouſnels. 
Secondly,as they take it for granted,that this was 
the reading of the wulgar Latine at that time,ſo they 
more vainly and weakly ſuppole, that St.Cypriar 
made uſe of the fame wulgarLatineedition,the con- 
trary of which appears in ſeveral of his citations, 
and it 1s more [ikely, that he might tranſlate ſo lice- 
rally the latter parc of the 7.v.and not at all regard 
the 8.9.0r the vulgar tranſlation, and fo it appears 
from the teſtimony of. Fulgentius,cited above, that 
he underſtood it. 

Afterward when ſeveral,out of an evil defign to 
overthrow the Myſtery of the moſt blefled and ado- 
rable Trinity, omitted in their tranſlacions of the 
Scriptures into the Latin Tongue this Verſe (a liber- 
ty which,it ſeems,every Pretender almoſt made ule 
of,and it may well be ſuſpeted, that an Arian then, 
as a Socinian now, in his cranſJation would be over- 
favourable to his own opinions, by leaving, out and 
putting in what might make for chem, and accor- 
K-12 dingly 
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dingly interpreting what was retained to their beſt 
(a) This Pre- advantage : ©? Sc, jerome in; his preface to the Ca- 


face is priut 


ed in an old yomcal Ebiles vindicates the antient reading, and 


edition of rt] c 


&7.wihthe [11cs open the baſenels and perfidiouſneſls of theſe 
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C: Thu *&h Petrus prinius et in numero Apoſtolorum.prima ſunt e- 


| bs Ext "ey © Ham jus Epiſtole,in ordine caterarum;ſed peut Evan- 


q.eſtionleſs geliStas dudum ad veritaty lineam corrextnus, ita has 


 knowlece'd proprio ordint Deo juvante redd\dimus. Eſt enim prima 
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raſmus in his Hrettbus fideliter i in Latinum werterentur eloquium,nec 


£dition of St, 
wrcron's ., ambiguitatem legentibus facerent,nec ſermonum ſeſe va- 


Wor [9 

{, * # rietas impugnaret, ill precipue bco,ubi de unitate Tri- 
nitatis in prima Johannis Epiſtola poſitum legimus, in 
qua etiam ab infidelibus tranſlatoribus,multum err atun: 
eſſe a fidei weritate comperimus ;, tria tantummody woca- 
bula,boc eft,aque,ſanguinis,&9 ſpiritus in ipſa ſua editi- 
one ponentibus,&s Patris verbiq, ac ſpiritus teflimonium 
omittentibus,in quo maxime && fides Catholica roboratur, 
Wy patris ac filit ac Spiritus ſantt; una divinitatis ſub- 
ſtantia comprobatur, In ceteris vero Epistolis,quantum 
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a noftra aliorum differt editio ; Leforis prudentiz dere- 
linquo. Sed tu Virgo Christi, Euſtochium,dum a me im- 
penſus Scripture weritatem inquiris,neam quodammo- 
do ſeneftutem invidorum dentibus corradendam exponis, 
qui me falſarium corruptoremg; ſacrarum Scripturarum 
' pronunciant. Sed ego in tali opere nec emulorum meo- 
rum invidentiam pertimeſco,nec ſane Scripture veri- 
' tatem poſcentibus denegabo, Eraſmus and Socinus-are 
' ſo urged with this teſtimony of St. Hierome,that they 
2re forced to make uſe of very pitiful and dil-in- 
genuous argumentsto invalidate it.Socinus had ſaid 
before —fortaſſe ante Hieronymum wix ullus invent- 
etur, qui tetimonium iftud hac in loco plane agnovertt, 
the falſity of which conje&ure,however ſo warily 
laid down,has been diſproved;hereby craftily con- 
cealing the citation out of St. Cyprian, he very bold- 
ly accuſes St. Hierome of Forgery, who having got. 
a Copy or Copics,in which this verſe was added, 
adverſus fidem aliorum omnium exemplarium, tam La- 
tinorum,quam Grecorum,dectionem particuls iſtius tan- 
quam germanam defendere & promovere cepit,conque- 
rens publice eam culpa UW fraude hereticorum abraſam 
a vulgatis codicibus fuiſe, But St Hierome has ſuffi- 
cienily confuted the falſeneſs and boldneſs of this 


Cavil, He was uſed ro this kind of language, as if 
he 
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he had corrupted the Scriptures, but he was no way 
moved by it;though this accuſation of thoſe of his 
own time perchance may not fo much be reterr'd 
to this place, as to his tranſlation in general,and may 
proceed not ſo much from heretical malice and 
pravity,as envy of ſeveral of his contemporaries, 
who wece orthodox in the faith, but were no friends 
to his new tranſlation. He charges _ omithon up- 
on theſe unfaithful Tranſlators (queſfionleſs Sabell:- 
ans and Arians) and upbraids them with it as a 
thing manifeſt and notorious, and eafily demon- 
ſtrable;and certainly he would not have made him- 
felf ſo obnoxious,unleſs he had grounded his con- 
fidence upon the authority of ſeveral Greek Copies: 
with what little pretence of reaſon therefore Era/- 
mus and Socinus fancy St.Hierome to have changed 
the publick and common reading, let any indiffe- 
rent perſon judge. Bur ſuppoſing that the Copies 
of thoſe times varied, which Eraſmus grants (and 
therefore St. Hierome is moſt falfely and unjuſtly ac- 
culed by Socinus to have been the author of chis in- 
terpolation)He enquires,quonam argumento docet u- 
trum ſit reftius,utrumwve ſcriptum fit ab Apoſtolo, pra- 
ſertim cum quod reprehendit, tum haberet publicus uſus 
Ecclefiz? To this it may be anſwered, 1. that ſome 
vitia- 
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vitiated and defeSive Copies,ought not to preju- 
_ dicethe authority of entire and better Copies,whe- 
ther Latin or Greek, 2, that St. Hierome had reaſon 
to prefer and vindicate that reading, which gives 
ſuch an evident proof of this great Article of the 
Chriſtian Religion,agreeable to the doctrine of the Ca- 
tbolick Church,derived down to them by an univerſal 
Tradition,and acknowledged as ſuch,by all,cxcept- 
Ing a few, whom either diſcontent,or prideand con- 
ceitedneſs of their own parts,and a love of innova- 
tion and of being the author of a Sef,had drawn 
into the contrary herefical opinion, Befides, his 
words are ſo clear,that one might juſtly wonder, 
that Eraſmus ſhould pretend any difficulty or per- 
plex ſenſe in them,as he does in his,non ſatis wideo, 
quid fibi velit hoc loco Aieronymus ; but that we have 
too juft cauſe to ſuſpeQA, how that great Scholar was 
biaſt and perverted in his judgment, concerning 
thoſe great myſteries of Faich;chough he is ſo wary 
and cunning, as not to diſcover himſelt roo open- 
ly.He indeed 1s forced to confeſs the nature of the 
F ather, Son,and Holy Ghoſt to be ſimple and undi- 
vided, and the efſence the ſame, though he 1s pe- 
remptory,thatit cannot be proved from this Text, 
conflat hic agi de fide teStimonii, non de ſubſtantia per- 
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mit our underſtanding to the judgment of the 


” Church as ſoon as ſhe ſhall declare herſelf (as cer- 


gurn wocant, 


rainly ſhe has done inthis in her publick Creeds,to 
the great ſhame and conviion of Hereticks,who 
reject her authority) yet {ill for all this demure- 
nels,he pleads for a liberty of interpreting Scripture, 
as if the truth were not yet wholly reveal'd,and the 
Church might err in her declarations, nec interim ne- 
fas &ft citra contentionem ſcrutari verum, ut Deus aliis 
alia patefecit (which is alſo the pretence of Socinus 
and his followers: and accordingly he interprets 
ſeveral places of Scripture in favour of Ariua and the 
other Hereticks,and particularly this,cum totus locus 
ſit obſcurns, non poteſt admodum walere ad revincendos 
Hereticos (the ſame pretence beingmade ule of for 
all places,chough never ſo plain)and endeavours to 
elude the force of that famous place in 17m. 3.16. 
by expunging the word Oz, as much as in him 
lies,char is, by pretending it was added by the A- 
rian Hereticks,So that we need theleſs value the cen- 
ſure he paſſes upon S, Hrerome in this matter, where 
nothing but pure zeal for the truths of God could 
make him ſo concern'd and fervent__1Ik ſepe nu- 
mero 
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mero violent eSt parumg; pudens ſ#pe varins,paruniq; 
fibi conftans, 

[Jacius Clarus a Spaniſh Biſhop, who died about 
the year 388,at what time the elder Theodeftus and 
Valentinian were Emperours, cites both verſes , 
though as.to their order cranuſpoled,and with a lir- 
tle alceration, in his book againſt Varimadus an A- 
rian Deacon,reſponſtone 3. — Item ipſe (i.e. Johannes E.- 
vanxeliſta,whoſe Goſpel he had juſt before cited) ad 
Parthos, tres ſunt, inquit, qui teflimonium perhibent in 
terra, Aqua, Sanguis,(9 Carogt9 tres in nobis ſunt : & 
tres ſunt,qu teStizonium perhibent in celo, Pater Ver- 
bum G& Spiritus,&> hitres unum ſunt;which very cita- 
tion is made ule of,as being borrowed hence, by the 
author of the colleQions of the decretal Epiſtles ,' 
which beyond all doubr are proved to be counter- 
feirand ſuppolititious,in the 1 Epiſtle of Hyginus, 
and by this isto be corrected. tem iſe ad Parthos, 
tres ſunt,qui testimonium perhibent in terram, Aqua,San- 
guns & Caro;e> tres in nobs ſunt,qui teſturonium per- 
kibent in celo, Pater, Verbum, W Spiritus,g9 hi tres 1- 
num ſunt. There 1s like variety of reading in both 
verſes in ſeveral old Copies,lome leaving our gy 
Sexvw and Fn Thc YIIc OC Tn yn,others retaining 
them : For this [7a terra] Socinus confeiles to be 
L found 
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found in quibuſdam emendatis exemplaribus, though 
that we may gain nothing by this confeſſion; he tells 
us immediately after,it is not extant in emendatio- 
nibus, It might cafily be foreſeen,that if either had 
been left,and particularly this latter;the one would 
have infer'd the other juſtly and neceffarily, and 
therefore it cannot ſeem ſtrange,if the firſt corrup- 
ters of this Scripture,to make all ſure,and to rend- 
er their falſe and perfidious dealing the more un- 
ſuſpe&ed,omitred both ; ſo too in that antient MS. 
Grotius made uſe of,though he gives us no proof of 
Its antiquity in that place , and ſuppoſe it were 
written a thouſand years ſince, we are not to be 
{wayed by it,as if it wereauthentick,or: Teas dow ot 
pucterveSyes T0 TTveb uy To vOwe 3; 70 aijag, and 
no more,who thereupon conjeures thele words x; 
ol Tei £1 d01,with the former verſe to have been 
added by the Ariansto prove the father,ſon and holy 
ghofi, to be one in conſent only,but afterwards re- 
moved and altered by the Catholicks,and added to 
the former verſe, which is ſaid without any the 
leaſt proof either from reaſon or antiquity , and 
has nothing to maintain the fancy, but the great 
name of the Author of it. 

That which * Sandi and feveral others allege 
in 
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in the firſt place, that eo omiſſo meliorem eſſe verbo- 
rum connexionem, the connex1on is far better, if the 
7 v, were omured, and that therefore it ought to 
be ſo,and was antiently omitred ; if the iuppoſition 
were true, 1s not only vain and frivolous, but very 
bold and immodeſt to ty the ſpirit of Godto ſuch 
a way of writing, as pleaſes their humours and 
fancies beſt, and ſavours moſt of humane ar- 
tifice, and by the ſame argument they may reje(& 
not only verſes,but whole chapters in the N.T. for 
the meanneſs and inaccuracy of the ſtile, and the 
ſeeming careleſneſs of the method, which is not al- 
ways conformable to the rules of the Gr.eloquence. 
2. Indignum eft ſummo Deo eſſe teflem, imo coram quo 


judice teſtis foret ? is a groundlefs and bold cavil;tor 
this witneſſing is nothing elſe but the declaration of 


God to mankind by evident figns and tokens con- 
cerning our Savjours being the true Meſſtas, and of 
his being born in the fleth,and that he came from 
him. This God has atteſted and ſufficiently made 
known to the World, and in this ſenſe the Word 
often occurs in the Scriptures, without the leaſt 1n- 
dignity offered to the Divine Nature. The only pre- 
tence he has for his fancy is a baſe and unworthy 
compariſon he conceives in his mind between Gods 
L 2 being 
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being a witneſs, * and mans being a witneſs in;our 
Courrs of Judicature, forgetting the genuine#nd 
eaſie ſenſe of the word, as I have aboveexpreſied 
jr, 2. That it is highly probable that this verſe was 
inſerted by a Savellian , the contrary whereof 1s 
moſt rrue.. 4, That in ſeveral -M5S, and Editions of 
modern languages, there is a tranſpofition of theſe 
two verſcs. The ſame before was acknowleired to 
be found in ſome Greek coptes,which no way proves 
the pretended interpolation, bur only that antient 
copies do not all agree, 5. That this v. does very 
highly favour the Arians, but this is ſuch a ſtrain 
of fancy, that he way as well allege the firſt words 
of the Book of Geneſis, to prove Ariſtotles opinion 
of the eternity of the World. It men out of a pre- 
judicate opinion,. againft the dottrine of the Ca- 
thelick Church, allow themſelves to interpret Scrt- 
pture according to their own fancies, ic cannot 
{cem ſtrange to any, that they ſhould goabour to 
prove and juſtifie- their blaſphemies from ' the 
plaineſt texts of Scripture, that 1n the judgment of 
all ſober perſons, who are free from thoſe prejudi- 


; ces, do moſt evidently refute them. 
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